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» Commissioner Chilcott and Commissioner Stoltz met with Economic Development Director
Julie Foster at 8:00 a.m. in order to discuss the Tourism Business Improvement District.

» The Board held a brief working session on the Subdivision Regulation Revision/Summary of
Work to date at 9:00 a.m. Present at this meeting were Interim Planning Director Tristan
Riddell, Planning Staff Aaron Wilson and various citizens.

» The Board met at 2:30 p.m. to discuss amending Airport Resolution No. 1244, which is the
resolution to establish a Ravalli County Airport Board, and to discuss all the alternative runway
options. Present at this meeting were County Attorney Bill Fulbright, numerous citizens, Field
Based Operators, Airport Manager Page Gough and members of the Airport Board.
Commissioner Iman noted the FONSI/ROD has been received from FAA and is posted on the
County web site. A public meeting will be held by the Commissioner on May 5" at 11:00 a.m.to
discuss the FAA’s draft of the FONSI/ROD.

Commissioner Foss indicated the Commissioners are reviewing all legal contracts and
resolutions in order to be consistent with the law and understand the finances within the county.

Commissioner Kanenwisher noted he has drafted a resolution that amends Resolution No. 1244,
He stated at this time the Commissioners can move forward with the process ahead of them
(FONSI/ROD with alternative 2A) or take another option, which is what he prefers. Resolution
No. 1244 states in part that the Commissioners delegate the ability to enlarge the airport to the
voters. Commissioner Kanenwisher felt the county has enlarged the airport several different
ways in the past which did not require a vote by the citizens, so the question is, is the resolution
contradictory to what has taken place over the past few years.



Commissioner Foss stated the Commissioners are to take care of infrastructure, public safety and
economics which include commerce and growth. She feels the county needs economic vitality.
She is not happy with Alternative 2A and there are some changes she would like to see in
Resolution No. 1244 thus allowing the power to reside with the Commissioners as they work
with the volunteer board.

Commissioner Stoltz stated Resolution No. 1244 uses words such as ‘enlarge’ which have
nothing to do with what the Airport Board does, so he would like to see some corrections.

Commissioner Iman addressed Resolution No. 1244 in that the Commissioners have the fiscal
responsibility over the airport yet portions of this resolution allow the Airport Board the power to
construct, acquire and install equipment. He also noted Resolutions are a standard of practice for
the Commissioners and they are not a law. Therefore, resolutions need to be reviewed
periodically, as does Resolution No. 1244. In regard to the decision to choose Alternative 2A,
one of his concerns is that this alternative would create destruction of the largest physical
attribute (runway), just to build another one right beside it;

Citizen J.G. Shockley called for a point of order in regard to understanding what resolution copy
was passed out. The draft created by Commissioner Kanenwisher was handed out.

County Attorney Fulbright stated resolutions are policies, not law and the question is how to
better define the relationship between the Commissioners and the Airport Board, which is
defined through the resolution.

Commissioner Chilcott asked what the overall intent of the Commissioner is, having an Airport
Authority Board or an Airport Advisory Board? Can there be multiple Port Authorities in the
county? County Attorney Fulbright indicated he cannot answer that question at this time. The
Commissioners concurred they are looking at an Airport Advisory Board, not an Airport
Authority Board. Commissioner Chilcott suggested they review the enumerated powers one by
one and to also review which powers or actions that can be delegated. Commissioner Foss
suggested they also insert language from Resolution No. 1244 (#2 from first page) into the
proposed draft.

Commissioner Chilcott asked what “cause” means for removing an airport board member.
County Attorney Fulbright stated it is a legal standard, which means a ‘reason to remove’. He
indicated this language is possibly in other resolutions about removing board members “at will”
versus “cause”.

Commissioner Iman stated these are simple discussions and a public meeting would be held prior
to any new resolution. Commissioner Chilcott suggested this draft be emailed to each

Commissioner; changes can be suggested then reviewed by the public.

Commissioner Iman opened the floor to public comment to discuss only Resolution No. 1244.



J.G. Shockley stated Commissioner Kanenwisher’s draft is brilliant; it replaces the existing
resolution with the exception of keeping the powers to the Commissioners, and removing the
power of the public to vote on any expansion.

Lee Tickle asked that all documents be made available prior to these meetings either by hard
copy or by web link so the citizen’s comments can be relevant.

Commissioner Kanenwisher said he finished this draft at 11:30 today and no decision will be
made today, so there is time for review.

Commissioner Stoltz asked the audience how the Commissioners are to decide on something if
they don’t address it at a public meeting.

Charles Wissenbach stated the population does not vote on designs and limitations on our
highway, so it should be the same as the airport. We should not box ourselves in with a popular
vote when voters are not informed.

Leland Blatter stated the airport advisory board is appointed by the Commissioners because they
have faith in those folks making good decisions in behalf of the county. He is probably more
liberal, in that he would delegate more authority to the airport board. The Commissioners are
handicapped when it comes to enforcing something, i.e., the airport rules and regulations for
mowing grass. While trivial for Commissioners, the airport manager should have those
managerial responsibilities and enforcement. The Manager is then responsible to the advisory
board, and the advisory board is responsible to the Commissioners. The Commissioners should
hold a tight rein on the expenditure of funds. In Resolution No. 1244, it seems inconsistent for
the public to decide on enlarging the airport; that authority should reside with the
Commissioners.

Doug McLaren stated six months ago the election brought in three new Commissioners. From a
procedural standpoint, the electorate had confidence in the Commissioners to research the facts
and make pertinent decisions. This goes for large and small decisions. To transfer that
responsibility elsewhere is overlooking and diminishing their November vote.

Dennis Moore asked if the intent is to take away the right of the public to vote on enlarging the
runway. Commissioner Kanenwisher stated that was correct. Dennis also stated the current
Airport Board is biased and lopsided because its’ membership is all pilots. He was also there
when this issue of Alternative 2A was negotiated between the County and FAA, which included
Lenard Johnson, Head of FAA. He asked if this new resolution is construed as part of that
negotiated settlement.

Dave Hardy stated why not put this issue of lengthening the runway on the next election ~ leave
it up to the people.

Airport Board Member, Dave Hedditch stated the Commissioners have fiduciary responsibly to
ensure public safety, not only for pilots but for those who live around the airport.
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Teri Polumsky lives north of the airport. She thanks the airport board for their hard work. The

election (for Commissioners) was held in November. Therefore the new Commissioners should
make that decision.

Dave Hardy asked Dave Hedditch a question about Alternative 2A. The Commissioners
indicated that question will be part of the FONSI/ROD discussion in May.

Jan Wisniewski stated he is appalled that there are pilots on the airport board, like there are
farmers on the Right to Ranch and Farm Board.

Jeff Hutton stated it is important to keep the airport safe, there is gravel and potholes
everywhere. It is downright dangerous right now.

With no further public comment on Resolution No. 1244, Commissioner Iman then called for
public comment on the alternative options.

Commissioner Kanenwisher stated if they entered into a process to pick another option there are
some questions he would need to ask, such as costs for amending the Environmental Assessment.

Commissioner Chilcott asked Engineer Rick Donaldson to address Commissioner
Kanenwisher’s questions.

Rick stated he was not involved in putting this Environmental Assessment together. Ifitisa
matter of traffic counts they can go to the hangars and extrapolate the traffic counts. Other ways
are noise sensors. He noted this airport is one of the top FAA airports in Montana (Kalispell,
Laurel and Ravalli County), many others want to enlarge. So it baffles him as to why they would
even want to review this Environmental Assessment again.

Commissioner Stoltz stated he has a lot against Option 2A; some people just don’t like the
airport so they want Alternative 2A, but in his opinion that alternative does nothing for the
airport. Alternative # 3 addresses future and safety. To him safety is a huge issue which that can
be covered in the expansion of the runway. Fighting fires and flying aircraft is important. He
has talked to many pilots and the safety is of paramount importance.

Commissioner Kanenwisher asked if they can keep the same Environmental Assessment (EA)
but change the alternative. Rick stated the FAA might be able to address this in-house, but there
might be enough controversy that another EA would need to be done.

Commissioner Foss stated financing comes in increments and when construction occurs the
airport needs to be shut down. The construction work will be done during the most important
time of the year for airport traffic - that shuts down businesses not only at the airport but in the
valley. If we stay with Alternative 2A we are not addressing the safety issues. We already have
a good runway, why build another one. Changing the flight pattern, lengthening the runway
provides safety for pilots and those on the ground. Structure protection is important and some
pilots need that extra length of runway to get off the ground with the fire retardant. She felt it is
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important to maximize every penny we spend and Alternative 2A does not maximize every
penny. We need something that will work for the next couple of decades.

Commissioner Iman stated he is not in favor of tearing down one runway to build another one
50* away. He will vote against Option # 4 again. We do not obtain 100% of our funding and
construction taking 45 days is a problem. He felt they should build the value from what you
have; you don’t always need to replace it.

Commissioner Chilcott stated if we converted the existing into the taxiway, Engineer Scott Bell
had stated in a previous conversation that it would only result in 30% utilization of existing
runway.

Commissioner Kanenwisher stated much of the information he receives is different and he would
like to ascertain the actual facts. Alternative #2A does not make sense because the opponents do
not think anything needs to be done at all; proponents say something needs to be done.

Commissioner Stoltz reaffirmed that no 747 jets will be landing here.
Commissioner Iman then left the meeting. Commissioner Chilcott opened public comment.

JL Robertson stated our county hits 102 degree temp during the summertime. He asked what
happens when we get some fires going; the planes will have a problem trying to take off with a
full load of fire retardant. He would like a 5,200 runway.

Charles Wissenbach stated that fire fighting pilot’s risk their lives when they fly so why not
make it as safe for them as we can. He stated whether we enlarge the runway or not, we should
build it so we don’t have to move it again. Technology changes so this is the right time to look
at this whole issue (runway lengthening) again. He would not even limit it to 5,200°.

Doug McLaren has lived here for 40 years. He is President of Ravalli County Aviation
Foundation. From standpoint of safety, this should be the most major issue for the
Commissioners. He advocates for a 5,200’ runway and the further east and north the airport is
moved, the better it is. He wants the Commissioners to do something now in order to plan for
the future; don’t box the airport in as the open lands around the airport that exist now might not
be there in the future. The airport needs to be viable and integral to our county and economy. He
is a proponent to Alternative #3A.

Judy Stewart stated in 1974 they addressed the need for a 5,200° runway. So considering costs
then and now is important.

J.G. Shockley asked what the difference in cost for Alternative #2A and #3A (4,200’ to 5,200°
runway) would be. Commissioner Chilcott stated that information is ambiguous; as some part of
this question is in regard to the cost of property.

Fred Hasskamp addressed the costs by asking what the costs are when a plane crashes into a
house.



Eddie Smith stated he would like to see the differences in the alternatives. Please post them.

Airport Board Member Carl Fox stated he is concerned about the cost. Engineers stated
Alternative # 3A was cheaper than #2A. He felt there would not be a lot of difference in the
costs. Some people felt we should not take federal monies, (like the Senator who felt the money

should be spent in Salt Lake City). Alternative #3A does not impose problems on the businesses
like Alternative 2A does.

Dennis Moore stated one point missed is that the group ICAARE came up with 24 page critique
of the E.A. The FAA has referenced this critique in the appendix. This is a complicated
document on the assessment. If the Commissioners do anything other than Alternative #2A, then
those questions we had have to be answered. You have an approved Environmental Assessment
and any assessment in the future can be challenged. He stated this issue has been going on for
several years and asked who pays for the next E.A. if the Commissioners nix this one. If there is

no approved E.A. the county misses out on $350,000. FAA will not continue to put money in on
this E.A. if it is rejected.

Brian Hawkes stated we are seeing fractional jets coming through this airport. Those jets are
coming in faster and larger, and they are more efficient. In order to get the planes to full speed,
the minimum amount of runway is 5,200°. As a Filed Based Operator he has seen the large jets
coming in and they damage the runway. He says this is frustrating because we are just going
‘over and over’ this issue. He stated it is also important to talk about noise reduction, safety,
aviation functionality. He values the chance to add 1,000’ to the runway.

Dave Hedditch stated the FAA addressed all of the alternatives.

Cloy Pike stated he use to fly and he has been at an airport when Borax (chemical for
firefighting) had to be dumped because the plane could not get off the runway. Pilots need
safety; the local businesses need the economy.

Dave Hardy addressed the affected area and how it will have to have regulations and controls
around the airport. He also asked what is not saved if they do Alternative #2A. He felt #2A
meets the safety requirements. Accidents can always occur so what is not safe about # 2A?
Marie Carpatti is all in favor of making her neighborhood quieter.

Leland Blatter stated Dennis Moore has threatened us so he challenged him to bring it on.
Judy Stewart addressed the last plane that crashed south of the airport. No injuries were
sustained but she realized that day what would have happened if the plane would have crashed

into a house. We need 5,200° of runway.

Commissioner Stoltz stated the Commissioners do not have the option of doing nothing because
the FAA can shut the airport down and the County could have to pay that money back.
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Commissioner Kanenwisher stated the Bitterrooters for Planning and the Friends of Bitterroot
threaten the Commissioners all the time, so like Leland stated it can be brought on.

Commissioner Foss stated we have the will to do right, we cannot succumb to threats.

The meeting was adjourned.
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