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Members Present Commissioner Suzy Foss, Commissioner Greg Chilcott, Commissioner
J.R. Iman, Commissioner Ron Stoltz and Commissioner Jeff Burrows

Date October 22, 2012

• Glenda Wiles

• At 8:30 a.m. the Bitterroot Valley Marine Corp Detachment was present for the signing ofa
Proclamation making November 10, 2012, as Marine Corps Day in Ravalli County.
Commissioner Stoltz made a motion to approve this Proclamation. Commissioner Burrows
seconded the motion and all voted "aye". (4-0) Commissioner Fosswas notpresent for this
meeting.

• The Board met at 9:00 a.m. for a decision on the use of a county surveyor for necessary
services. Commissioner Chilcott made a motion to continue this discussion until 9:30 a.m.

under Administrative Matters. Commissioner Burrows seconded the motion and all voted
"aye" . (5-0)

• The Board met at 9:30 a.m. to discuss housing animals that are picked up by animal control
(currently Law Enforcement personnel). Present was Undersheriff Perry Johnson and a group of
interested citizens which included Jerry Moore. Commissioner Foss noted there is $20,000 set
aside within the FY2013 budget and the discussion today is to decide how to move forward
housing animals with these monies. Jerry Moore stated Noah's Ark at Sheafman Creek and Pet
Palace in Stevensville have quarantine facilities and they both agree to give a key to the Sheriffs
Office for access into their facilities. Jerry also proposed a hot line number be set up for citizens
to call if they are looking for their animal. She felt these two locations would be advantageous
for Law Enforcement and they are also betterhousing conditions for the animals. Jerry stated
having other locations will also create less stress on the overworked Animal Shelter employees
and overcrowded shelter. According to figures sent out by BRH Association, the average
number ofdogs being picked up by Law Enforcement is 100 peryear, with 2-300 per year by
citizen turn in.

Discussion included the term of holding an animal and any liability during the holding period;
having the owner ofthe dog being responsible for any holding payments; the necessity of
developing aRequest for Proposal for the service ofholding and the disposition ofanimals if



turned in as stray or by law enforcement. Commissioner Stoltz and Burrows will work with
\^ the County Attorney and Sheriffs Office in order to develop an RFP with the intention of

having this completed by December 2012.

• The Boardmet at 10:15 a.m. to discuss and possibly adopta Resolution for speed limit and no
passing zone on LoganLane near the Township of Stevensville. Discussion included the length
of theNo Passing Zoneon Logan Lane andmeeting the AASTHO Standard requirement.
Commissioner Chilcott made a motion to adopt Resolution 2917 as amended to include
AASTHO Standards. Commissioner Iman seconded the motion and allvoted "aye". (5-0)

TheHome OwnerAssociation agreed to pay for the T intersection signs for their subdivision.

• Commissioner Chilcott attended a MR TMA meeting in Missoula at 2:00 p.m.



October 21, 2012

To: Ravalli County Commissioners

RE: Bitter Root Humane Association / Ravalli County

Please take the time to read the attachedletters, articles and surveys
about the Bitter Root Humane Association from various citizens of
Ravalli County. I believe these testimonies represent a sampling of
the opinions many people have and show a pattern of disregard by
BRHA for the people and the animals.

The option for an Alternative Kennel program will benefit the people,
the Sheriffs Department, and animals. Thank you for your
consideration and time in this matter.

Sincerely,

^/M/bio0^
Jerry Moore
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15 years duringwhich
time I raised Malmutes. I
washighly qualified and
received an assurance that
we would receive a pup
from the litter. We were
further assured that we
wouldhave second choice
ofthe litter. I called my
son and we returned to
the shelter the folllowing
Saturday wherehe excit- }
edlylookedoverthe lit
ter,expounding uponthe ]
attributes of each pup and
expressing special inter
est in several. Yesterday
I received a call from an
unidentified caller at
the shelter informing us
that we were no longer
eligible to receivea pup.
When asked why I was
informed that there were
many other applicants
and our application was
inadequate comparedto
the others. I now have
topass thisinformation
on to mysonwhowillbe
heart brokenbut there is
no other recourse from us
as this ambiguous change
of decision ruled us out
after our initial contract
andguaranteewith the
societyto receive apup. I
do not understand what
prompted thischange of
heart by the Bitterroot
Valley HumaneSociety
but onlyknowthat it was
especially cruelto myson
to make such a guaran
tee to us onlyto renig on
that agreement.I donot
know what motivates or
would influence such a
decisionbut this random,
and unwarranted applica
tion of personal power
and control exhibitedby
the Bitterrot Humane
Society had a very nega
tive impact upon my
family andespecially my
son. I hope this is not a
standard practice and
that other highlyqualified
applicants arenottreated
in such a contrary way by
apublic serving agency in
Ravalli County.

Sincerely,

Bad experience trying to
adopt a dog

Mynineyearoldson "
and I had a great day at
the RavalliCountyfair
including time spent at
thebooth of the Bitterrot
Humane Society. Wehad
been searchingfor an
appropriate mixedbreed
ofpupthatwas tobehis
firstdog. Thegals at the
booth wereveryfriendly
and toldus about some
pups thatwererecently
takeninto the shelter
andwouldbe available
in about 5-6 weeks for
adoption. Wemadea
donation to the shelter
and assuredthem we
wouldgotothe shelter
for a lookat the pups the
followingday.Myson was
unable to attendbut I was
veryimpressedwiththe
pups.Ivisitedwithsev
eral workers at the shelter,
completedthe applica
tion fee,andI received an
interview.I havehad dogs
most ofmylifeinclud
ingaperiodofmore than DickSichardson



October 9,2012

RE: Bad experience at Bitterroot Humane Association

Like Mr. Dick Richardson in his letter to the editor, my experience with the
Bitterroot Humane Association appears to represent a pattern in the overall
mismanagement when it comes to evaluating a person's character. Several years
ago I tried to adopt my granddaughter's dog that had been living temporarily with
an acquaintance of my daughter. The dog had been picked up and taken to the
Shelter. I was told that it would be better off living with the young man who had a
stable environment rather than with our family. This young man lived in a motel,
didn't have a job and was eventually convicted ofa crime and went to jail. Who
knows what happened to the dog! This shows poor judgment on the part of the
manager, Vicki Dawson.

Our family was devastated over this situation. However we once again went back to
try and adopt a specific breed of dog and was put on a waiting list To this day we
have never heard from BRHA although they have had many dogs of that breed come
through their doors.

Our family owns property, has had a long standing in the community, has never
gone to jail, is financially stable and are currently raisingour adopted grandchildren.
What is the problem? It appears that BRHA's policy should be one of openness,
honesty and above all,community friendliness. Since Mr. Richardson's letter
appeared, I have learned that there are quite a few people who have been turned
away because they are deemed inadequate or unworthy. Who is this person making
such biased, discriminating decisions as to who can adopt and who can't? Maybe it
is time that the policy is changed and the people who are rude enough to carry out
such policiesbe deemed 'inadequate' for their job and replaced by people who
REALLY care.

Signed:

Terry Wetzsteon
254 Christofferson

Corvallis, MT



Shear Dchght Dog Grooming
C 4/6709 Hannah Whitney

BRHA Board ofDirectors PO Box 333,Victor, MT 59875
PO Box 57, Hamilton MT59840

To BRHAboard member

dogs needing -hair makeovers". Ad^'dav^wTZ^^°"* DONATION to the shelter and their
attention and often results in SupSmS£«ZZ?£i"±?f1*" *>****«*»**5«S
shelter staffto call anytime for groo^g^TetSXS* . !' W° tove^^«*°™^
make room for shelter dogs, as weiaZLSlt^«£S?**"ST* «**•**»•* is our pleasure to

w« warang for the dog. (The dog tJd\^S£^T^ "^^"*" *** of*» owner°f««A*
shelter staffemployee and the ex-wife w™^ • . SPossess,<>1' because ofthe" 4day policy") Tte

be to groom adog like that. Carolyn aLwereS^K™^^ ?!&* ^ »e"onnal charge would
was snmned by the question, as mE££Xof^^i™,Ttd* J"*"660 M0 ^^Carolyn
defter steffmember then went overtop ex*ftZ^^Tf*^ "^^ ^ght up! The
been at the shelter for 8days. Caiolvn «™Z%Z u f* ** sheIter fee would be 5182.00. The doc had

f1**« both appalled and offended. Ttanortto wTw^ h *?"?te experieoce* te**»
Sue McConnack at home because Iwanted to £ sure 1Z^T^"""J?6**"» closed- ' ««W
p,ckednp the dog on Thmsday. Sue hadVicki^aw^,^^Z^ST"'*"*" BRHA *«**• owner

Vicb said mat shelter staffenrotovee. rwh*jT ^ J8™ away-
dogwasamess. IfafcBMdVM&X*^TJZ™ '̂ST*m^*™''<>»i**
forcustomm every day. Ireminded VWd w«ZSK^*m°"e°f/"^*"**» we 8™"
P»««W«0 explain she wanted to teach thTown^ atat^E^^? * ft for tedoS! Vicki *«
"?***~»«*»~«W donate the gn^tSeeLt^T8?^'^"^^Itold Vicki that BRHA policies are in itaSta^W ^ 7 W" " for a*••«*•& deprived client.
"P^ure, Certainly, stendatd aWtSSSHS^T-^T6 ?̂ *«°f^CT •»**b«Kir my request "tins time". ^"twer the circumstances were plenty. Vicki said she would

k^-^lnnare,ourgLm^ofS0do!?&^*£^*^«*°^-0«Zv>WW We feel it isethi«mr^^^^°^w°^nated service and not used for any otbeY
<*"»««. Iwi ****> «W"d not be happy to bear ofthistypeofcreative policy

Sincerely,

W^lWoWHannah Whitney owner- Shear Delight Dog Glooming
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