


COMMISSIONERS APPROVAL
BURROWS
FOSS
CHILCOTT
IMAN
STOLTZ
Members Present..........Commissioner Jeff Burrows, Commissioner Suzy Foss, Commissioner J.R. Iman and Commissioner Ron Stoltz
Date..............................March 20, 2013
►Minutes: Glenda Wiles
►Commissioner Greg Chilcott was in Helena for the legislative session.
►The Board met at 10:00 a.m. with Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) Engineers for an update on state projects in Ravalli County.  Present were Shane Stack, Ed Toavs. Ben Nunnallee, Glen Cameron and Ravalli County Road Operations Manager Dusty McKern.  MDT prepared a map and letter regarding the Speed Limit recommendation for US 93 in Victor (as attached).  

Ben discussed the map explaining the projects and completion dates beginning in Florence and ending in Lost Trail. Discussion included the guardrail on Fairgrounds Road at the canal where the Canal and Ditch Riders utilize the area for parking during their summer maintenance months; Possible conflict on Fairgrounds at Old Corvallis with the state project and the CTEP Project which the MDT Engineers will review with the City of Hamilton; Marcus and Big Corral Intersection for marking reflector signs at the entrance to Big Corral Road as a vehicle enters from Marcus Street; Eastside Highway near the Double Fork Ranch has a curve which several cars have not been able to navigate and they take the fence out at the Double Fork Ranch.  A previous review by MDT shows the road narrowing in that particular stretch (Commissioner Foss will make contact with the owner of Double Fork Ranch so MDT can work towards a possible solution);  At the Cemetery Road, Quast, Popham, Bailey and N. Birch Creek Road Intersections off of Eastside Highway, there is a need for "No Passing" and double striping to create a safety zone.  

In regard to the Victor Speed Limit Study, Glenn Cameron discussed the recommendation by MDT for review and comment by the County.  The County will make their comments in writing to MDT which includes the reduction of speed north of Mountain View Orchard for north and south bound lanes as well as a reduction of speed on the south side of Victor going north.

MDT also discussed a consistent speed limit on Highway 93 noting on the north end it is 70 m.p.h. and 65 m.p.h. on the south end in the valley.  MDT asked the Commissioners to write a letter asking for a study and their comments on this speed limit.

In regard to warning flashers along the state route, MDT is looking at appropriate locations (entering a community, changes in traffic conditions, etc.) and being consistent in the type of warning flashers.  New Type 3 flashers (like the current ones at Woodside Cut Off Road) are the MDT Standards.  After a study, MDT recommends having some of the current flashers removed along Highway 93 (Florence, Stevensville and Victor) but to leave the Woodside Cut Off Flasher installed.  Discussion also included leaving consistency of the lights and not removing the Florence, Stevensville and Victor locations.

The Board will address these three concerns to MDT Missoula District Office by letter.

►The Board met with Deputy County Attorney Howard Recht for a litigation meeting at 11:10 a.m.  Attorney Alan McCormick was placed on conference call for this session.  Commission Chair Burrows invoked a closed door meeting according to 2-3-203 (MCA).
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