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Members Present..........Commissioner Jeff Burrows, Commissioner Suzy Foss, Commissioner J.R. Iman and Commissioner Ron Stoltz
Date...............................March 6, 2013
►Minutes: Glenda Wiles
►Commissioner Greg Chilcott was in Washington D.C. for  a NACo Public Lands Steering Committee meeting.

►The Board held a public hearing at 9:00 a.m. for a Motor Vehicle Application by Justin Quist with a proposed location of 1359 U.S. Highway 93 North, Victor. This hearing was streamed live via  Web Ex.  Glenda read the legal notice of publication which was ran in the paper of record on February 20th and 27th.  She also noted any items presented at this public hearing can be utilized for the purposes of litigation if it becomes necessary.

Commission Chair Burrows called the meeting to order.

Applicant Justin Quist stated he plans to utilize the back two acres of the Highway 93 location which will be fenced in.  He plans to accept autos, steel cans, and cardboard.  Vehicles will be the largest intake for scrap.  He stated the vehicles will be drained of their hydrocarbons inside a metal building at the parcel and any  parts drained will have a rubber stopper placed back in the metal.  Straw bales will also trap any other leakage.  Cardboard will be baled and shipped to another location by freight.  He feels this location is a good community recycling site.  Currently he works as General Manager for Axmen in Missoula, so he is familiar with this type of recycling, however this business is not associated with the Missoula Axmen.    Justin stated DEQ will perform annual inspections on the business.

Environmental Health Director Lea Guthrie gave a staff report (see attached).  

Public Comment:

Roger DeHaan lives on Meridian Road. He noted this particular area is mixed commercial and residential.  He sees a demand for recycling.  He stated the proposal could negatively affect the quality of life in neighborhood, but that would depend on how it is done.  In the past the county has seen some bad wrecking yards, so he feels it is appropriate to impose some conditions.  While DEQ imposes conditions, the county should impose conditions as well.  He suggested the local Environmental Health Department can make site checks and assist the Commissioners with conditions.  Roger presented a handout which addressed potential conditions (see attached).  He also felt the local county health officer should be allowed to go on site and have some authority over these issues.  There are other recyclers in the county that are neat and clean and he would like to this location be as well.

Justin stated he is familiar in storing batteries and they will be stored inside a secondary container and wrapped twice before being shipped.  As a recycler, he plans to turn the material as fast as he can.  In regard to vehicles,  the site will not have the capability to store them all inside, but they will be drained inside the building.  They do not plan to remove parts.

Roger stated the fluids should be inside the building not the storage of vehicles.  Justin stated he understood that.

Lea asked Justin about tires.  Justin stated the tires go with the car, he does not intend to store any tires. 

David Lindsey owns two parcels adjoining this parcel.  David stated Justin is not a good steward of his property, so he is hesitant to think the approval of an application will make this site neat and clean.  David stated there are numerous junk yards around the County and the Commissioners do nothing about it.  David passed out pictures of good recyclers, and other parcels including Justin's that are not good recyclers as they just store trash.  While David is not against this recycling business he wants to make sure a fence is installed to hide the junk and he does not want his water negatively impacted by the recycling yard if approved.

Lea stated the fence must be sufficient in height to shield the junk cars and this is within the DEQ regulations.  Justin state he is not opposed to putting up a 10' fence.  He will not stack the cars above the 10'; fence line.   Justin felt a 12' fence would look out of place plus the wind shear is hard on a 12' fence.   He noted his father owns this property.  

Commissioner Iman  stated if the property is contaminated, the liability goes to the owner.  He also asked if there would be containment of the papers so they don't plow all over the neighborhood.  Justin stated paper will be stored inside or covered.  He stated this will not will not be a junk yard or a landfill.   He plans to ship as often as he can, but he has to wait until he can bale enough material for a semi load.

Paul Shirley has a subdivision behind this and asked about screening.  Paul felt trees could be planted around the fence to make it more attractive.  And they should not be seedling trees.  Justin stated he willing to plant trees.
 
Willie Schrock owns property just south of this location.  He too asked about a fence.  Justin stated it will be a one color fence.  Willie asked if cars will be stored outside the fence.  Justin stated no.  Willie asked about noise.  Justin  stated the bailer is noisy but he can schedule that during the day time and not early or late in the day. Willie stated if Justin follows the law he has no issues, but he wants to make sure there is mitigation for the oils and gas.

Jay Gingerich lives to the north of this parcel but 700 feet of their border is shared property.    Jay says this type of business is needed in the valley but he wants to make sure Justin follows the guidelines.  His main concern is ground water as his well is 50' from the fence and the water table is close to ground.  Jay gave an example of Pacific Recycle Business . Their lot is paved and a coating of slime comes from the tin and rainwater.  He questioned how  Justin will contain that same pollutant.   He has been at the Axmen in Missoula and when he leaves there is 'stuff' on his tires.  He stated the property in this area is like talc and the rain is quickly absorbed.  Currently Jay has a 20,000 sq. foot building that is rented out to an has animal vitamin factory and the water they use must be clean.  A church is also on his property and they need clean water as well.  He asked what happens if the soil becomes contaminated - could it turn into a EPA Superfund Site?  What happens to him and his businesses.  Jay stated the underground water flows southwest to north east - it is like a river in pit run gravel.  He feels this must be monitored with soil sampling often, and also asked what about requiring a insurance bond or something  to protect those around this site?

David stated lights are important as they don't need something lit all night long.

Noellen Pappas is concerned with lighting as she lives above this location.  She is an artist and she utilizes scrap metal.  She doesn't want something glaring from the sun onto tin.  She has a raised septic system and is concerned with the groundwater.

Roger asked if he was taking any animal carcasses.   Justin stated no dead or living animals.  

Commissioner Burrows asked about appliances.  Justin replied they have a license to evacuate the Freon and then bale the refrigerators.  The Freon is disposed of properly.

Willie concurred with Jay about the rain dripping on the materials and then the ground is mucked up.  Justin stated he is not opposed to doing some paving. 

Commissioner Foss asked if they could add conditions above states requirements.  Discussion took place in regard to mitigating the issues and what DEQ will look at.  

Glenda Resol stated on the application for a recycling location on Angel Lane, the Commissioners required a fence and shrubs.  She asked if the Commissioners and DEQ could require that on this site as well.

Public Comment was now closed.  

Board discussion:  Commissioner Foss discussed the importance of protecting the neighbors and the issue of liability now and in the future.

Roger the gravel pits have to have liability for their reclamation issues.    Glenda Wiles noted the Resolution for the Angle Lane location noted the land owner is aware of any incurred liability.  

Commissioner Iman asked if the applicant must come back to the Commissioners if he expands his operation.  Lea stated his license would have to be reevaluated by DEQ and the county would have the ability to comment.  The Board discussed setbacks, but Lea indicated the County only has the authority over the issue of the cars, not the recycling of other materials - so that is another issue.  

Commissioner Stoltz made a motion to approve this application with the following Findings of Fact:  (Applicant Must:)
· Build a 10' fence using new material, not scrap material
· Drain the vehicles  inside the building with proper contaminate collection
· Mitigate contamination to ground and surface water
· Utilize cut off lighting 
· Hours for crushing would be 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. weekdays
· Plant trees on the exterior fence with maintenance (*fast growing foliage trees)
· Debris must be hauled away not buried or burned
· Since Applicant is not the owner, the Property Owner must be appraised of facilities for potential of contamination
Commissioner Iman seconded the motion and all voted "aye". (4-0).   SEE RESOLUTION NO. 3047.

Lea noted DEQ will do a full assessment and public comments can still be made to DEQ. Lea can be contacted for that list of comments.

Justin commented that he would build the fence within the next two months.

The Hearing was adjourned.





